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• A collective of feminist researchers early in their
careers. We form a collective, but we are not
‘one’.
• We come from varied academic backgrounds in
social sciences.
• We have roots and routes in Denmark, Finland,
India, Iran, Poland, Sweden, Turkey and the UK.
• A space where we have been allowed to test
ideas and ‘bridge’ (Anzaldúa 2002) some of the
differences between us.
• We are not ‘one’ but we form a collective.

Moments of discomfort

Taking moments of discomfort seriously and using them as sites of
knowledge production for reflecting on the politics and ethics of the
qualitative research process.
We argue that these moments of discomfort help us to gain important
insights into the methodological, theoretical, ethical and political issues
that are crucial for the fields we engage with.

What does it mean to write about the lives of others?
What are the ethical modes and conundrums of producing
representations?
In research projects that are located in the tradition of critical or
engaged scholarship, how are ethics and politics of representation
intertwined, and when are they distinct?
How are politics of representation linked to the practice of solidarity in
research?
What are the im/possibilities of hope and care in research?

Representation, solidarity and accountability
in qualitative research
Ethics of representation in research related to the risks of
transformation, reduction or obliteration that are forms of inherent
violence in represetational practices.
These should not be divorced from questions concerning research
politics as these processes are not innocent, but deeply implicated in
power relations of societies that the research concerns.
This is also the case in critical research that aims at producing
knowledge that is concerned with issues of justice.

Representation, solidarity and accountability
in qualitative research
Politics and ethics of representational practices in research are
considered in relation to the question of accountability. Following some
feminist scholars, accountability is for us both about being accountable
towards individuals (research subjects) as well as being accountable to
the justice project in which we are engaged.
In many of the research projects discussed in this book, this question is
complicated by the fact that researchers often face competing or even
conflicting accountabilities. Most importantly, tensions might occur
between accountability towards the research participants and
accountability towards political struggles in which the research project
is situated.

Representation, solidarity and accountability
in qualitative research
Some key questions that we pose to ourselves in this context are:
What modes of representation are both ethically accountable to those
represented in the study and politically accountable in the context of
contentious justice struggles?
And what if these two types of accountabilities not only diverge, but
even remain in tension?
What can a solidary position as a researcher entail within a relation
many times characterized by power asymmetries?
What stories are we to tell, how do we tell them, and how to ‘get hold
of them’?

Overview of the book

The book is based on research experiences in nine different PhD
projects carried out in different disciplines and research contexts in
social sciences.
All our studies are politically committed to different struggles for social
justice: from queer recognition of non-binary sex characteristics,
through asylum rights and migrants’ rights, to antiracist critique.

“Becoming ‘unstuck’ among positionalities, terms
and disciplines via conversation (with myself).
Exploring potentials for affective reflexivity in
critical intersex studies”
By Tove Lundberg

“Middle-classness. Research object and fieldwork
performance”
By Katrine Scott

“The ethics of renaming. On challenges and
dilemmas of anonymization in a study of antiMuslim racism”
By Marta Kolankiewicz

‘To say no wasn’t something we could do’.
Reflexive accounts and negotiations of the ethical
practice of informed consent during the research
process and beyond
By Johanna Sixtensson

Starts with in an e-mail…
To: Johanna.sixtensson@mau.se
On: Friday, 6 April 2018 at 10.09
Subject: Hello!
[…]
The reason why I write […] is that I want to explain why we were so difficult to get hold of or didn’t appear at the interviews… We
were interested; but just then we were young, lazy girls who simply couldn’t bother. We were 16–17 years old, and a little
disrespectful. Today, we would never have done what we did back then […]. And to say no wasn’t something we could do. So, we
ignored you and felt bad instead.
I think you deserve to know it and I was embarrassed when I read about it in the book. I’m sorry it made you frustrated. But I’m glad
you managed to see the positives in it all. At least, I gave you the correct [phone]number the second time (haha) […].
Good luck with the rest of your life J
Kind Regards,
‘Leila’

“Creating knowledge through community theatre.
No Border Musical and the making of
representations”
By Emma Söderman

Creating knowledge through community
theatre. No Border Musical and the making
of representations

Undocumented and acting on stage
When I first came to the musical, I didn’t know
what it was all about. Then I realized that the
story was about Jawad [a character on stage].
That it was about a life very similar to my own.
So, I thought, it’s good to participate and
perform in front of people because this is my
life too. (Alireza, interview, 09.10.2012)

Abscences

‘where are all the undocumented women?’ I
mean, they are here in Sweden; I know that
they exist. I’m proof of that! But where are
they? Why are they not seen or heard?
(Salam, panel discussion, 09.11.2013)

Participating in and doing research with the
No Border Musical
A ‘possibility of radical
perspective from which to
see and create, to imagine
alternatives, new worlds’
(Hooks 2004, 157).

“Waiting. The shrouded backbone of
ethnographic research”
By Pankhuri Agarwal

If we claim our experience of waiting rather than being merely subjected to
it, we resist the commercialization of time, we own our time, we make time
matter – we matter. (Schweizer 2008, p. 128)
Central argument of the chapter: Using ‘waiting’ as a methodological tool in
ethnographic research.
Fieldwork:
- 7 months of multi-sited socio-legal ethnographic fieldwork in Delhi, India in
courtrooms, police station, labour offices, district offices, shelter homes,
informal work sites and prison.
- With 47 internal migrant workers working in the informal sector (sex work,
construction work, brick kiln work, manual scavenging, domestic work,
etc.).
- Duration of legal cases lasted between 2-37 years in 2019.

Waiting to enter the research sites
There is a group of buildings in this large compound. Some washrooms can be
seen in a row. One of them reads, ‘officers’ toilet’. After asking people here and
there, I have finally found the right building, floor, hallway and room. I have
been standing outside an official’s room for 5 minutes. A subordinate member
of staff comes and says, ‘Please wait in the visitors’ room.’ This room has the
dirtiest chairs one could find. One of the walls has a calendar from November
2018. The ceiling has a small fan. There is also a very dirty water filter nearby
with plastic cups on the side. There are a few filing cabinets gathering dust. After
waiting for 2.5 hours, I get to go inside ‘Sir’s’ office. This is the biggest office I
have ever seen. It has more than two air conditioners, good chairs, a huge desk,
shining tiles, two computers, clean glasses and more than one 2019 calendar.
Field Notes, 2019 (in the Labour Office, Delhi)

Waiting inside research sites
Malin and I have travelled for 2 hours and have been waiting in this police station from
10am. We are sitting on a bench. A well-off man dressed in branded clothes and shoes
with sunglasses walks in with confidence as if this is his own house. The police attend
to this well-off man immediately and he walks out of the station in no time. It is now
2.5 hours that we have been waiting. A police inspector has now ordered his
subordinate to bring the car out so we can go to the district court. We enter the court
and it is like the busiest railway platform. The police personnel are trying to find the
magistrates’ court. They find the room, but it is empty. A man (clerk to the judge)
comes from behind and tells the police, ‘Sir is having lunch. Wait outside.’ There are
not enough chairs to wait on. So, I ask Malin to sit since he looks dehydrated and sick.
Malin is worried that if he spends too much time here, his employer might fire him
from the job.
Field Notes, 2019 (in a police station and a district court, Delhi (NCR))

“Dilemmas of representation in a study of social
workers. Analyzing non-evident forms of social
transformation”
By Vanna Nordling

“Caring encounters in ethnographic research.
Unlearning distance and learning sharing”
By Eda Hatice Farsakoglu and Pouran Djampour

A brief history of the Collective: 2012-2018
• Started as a small working group of doctoral students in 2012
• Met regularly
• Read and discussed texts from queer, feminist, materialist and
decolonial/postcolonial scholars which we considered significant in order
to situate, problematize and liberate our research practices and
discomforts.
• Discussed our PhD projects and other work-in-progress
• Organized another critical methodology workshop in 2015
• Began thinking of writing collectively on the challenges we faced and the
solidarities we built while conducting research as doctoral students

The Making of the Book

Signing the agreement with the Publisher required us to reflect upon:
How would we resolve the editorship with this many involved
members?
Who should stand as editors?
And how could the ideals of working as a collective be translated into
the legal language of copyrights and liabilities?

Workshops
and work
process

• Working on this book has involved not
only countless collective writing days
and a joint editorial process but also
workshops with scholars who inspire us,
namely:
Bridget Anderson (June 2019)
Yasmin Gunaratnam (August 2019)
Johanna Esseveld (January 2020)
Diana Mulinari (June 2020)
• Slowing down
• A practice of care

The book will be available in Open Access later this year.
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